Auditory identification of pelvic blood vessels during laparoscopically assisted vaginal hysterectomy. Use of the endoscopic Doppler probe.
The endoscopic Doppler probe allows instantaneous, audible detection of the uterine arteries and other large pelvic blood vessels by simple contact. In addition, the Doppler probe reduces the probability of ureteral injury since it allows the surgeon to clearly distinguish the uterine artery from the ureter. In our experience, the endoscopic Doppler system has effectively reduced the risk of bleeding and ureteral injury during difficult laparoscopic hysterectomies in which the recognition and safe dissection of the uterine arteries and ureters are difficult to achieve.